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SUBJECT: HUMAN RIGHTS REPORTING TO CONGRESS 
REF: (A) STATE 046674, (B) STATE 307339 

1 . FOLLOWING SIGNIFICANT CHANGES NOT IN CONGRESSIONAL REPORT 
MIGHT BE USEFUL FOR MARCH 7 HEARINGS: 

(A) ADDITIONAL RELEASE OF 21 POLITICAL PRISONERS 
ANNOUNCED MARCH 2 (PORT AU PRINCE 766); 

(B) AUTHORITATIVE STATEMENTS (IN PRIVATE) THAT A NEW 
FACILITY FOR POLITICAL PRISONERS IS SCHEDULED FOR COMPLETION 
IN JUNE 1977; AND 

(C) EVIDENCE THAT STEPS HAVE BEEN TAKEN TO IMPROVE 
CONDITIONS IN OTHER PRISONS, E.G. FOOD, VISITORS' PRIVILEGES, 

MAIL, ACCESS TO BOOKS, IN RESPONSE TO ICRC RECOMMENDATIONS 
MADE DURING VISIT IN 1976. 

2. LESS ENCOURAGING DEVELOPMENT WAS SECURITY SERVICE 
INTERROGATION OF THE PUBLISHERS OF TWO WEEKLY JOURNALS, 

ONE ON JANUARY 29 AND THE OTHER ON FEBRUARY 28 (PORT AU PRINCE 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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429 AND 776). THE FIRST PUBLISHER HAS CRUSADED FOR A MORE 
SWEEPING ANTI-CORRUPTION CAMPAIGN AND OBSERVANCE OF HUMAN 
RIGHTS GUARANTEED UNDER HAITIAN CONSTITUTION. THE SECOND 
INTERROGATION FOLLOWED AN ARTICLE PROTESTING THE ARREST AND 
DETENTION FOR SEVERAL HOURS OF A REPORTER OBSERVING GOVERN- 
MENT RICE DISTRIBUTION PROCEDURES. BOTH PUBLISHERS 
WERE RELEASED UNHARMED AFTER QUESTIONING AND CONTINUE TO 
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PUBLISH. ALTHOUGH SENIOR GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS HAVE ASSURED 
US THAT THEY ARE PREPARED TO TOLERATE RESPONSIBLE CRITICISMS. 

SECURITY SERVICES EVIDENTLY DEFINE "RESPONSIBLE" AFTER THEIR 
OWN FASHION, AND ARE KEEPING CLOSE WATCH ON TREND TO TACKLE 
HEAD-ON SENSITIVE ISSUES LONG TABOO IN HAITIAN MEDIA. 

ISHAM 
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